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ABSTRACT

This study, grounded in the historical context of Chinese-style modernization, focuses on the contemporary value and
transformation pathways of arts education. Its core mission is to establish the foundation of national cultural sovereignty, drive
the conversion of social innovation potential, and enrich the spiritual spectrum of individuals. Development bottlenecks include
the shift of educational objectives toward utilitarianism, regional disparities in resource allocation, and an evaluation system
reliant on industrialized metrics. Based on this analysis, a systematic restructuring strategy is proposed: - Conceptual Dimension:
Integrate disciplinary knowledge transmission, social value guidance, and individual life growth to construct a trinity philosophy
framework for comprehensive aesthetic education. - Mechanism Dimension: Implement regional resource compensation
strategies and a home-school aesthetic education alliance program. - Technological Dimension: Employ digital tools to create a
multimodal dynamic assessment model.
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1 Introduction

Contemporary China is advancing along the historical path toward the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. As a
unique developmental trajectory, Chinese-style modernization transcends mere economic growth and material
accumulation, aiming instead for common prosperity for all citizens and the harmonious integration of material and
spiritual civilization. Against this backdrop, comprehensively enhancing the cultural literacy of the populace—particularly
their aesthetic sensibilities, depth of cultural understanding, and creative capacity—has become a fundamental
requirement for the sustainable advancement of Chinese modernization. Globally, disruptive technological developments
are reshaping societal production, daily life, and forms of interaction across all dimensions. The rise of the knowledge
economy and creative industries has unprecedentedly highlighted the pivotal role of humanities and arts literacy in
individual growth and social progress. The transformation of China's primary social contradiction has further fueled the
people's growing demand for high-quality cultural and artistic experiences as essential elements of a better life. The
interplay of these epochal factors elevates aesthetic education—particularly art education that is deeply rooted in local
culture, universally accessible to all citizens, and responsive to the call of the times—to a foundational and strategic level
that underpins the nation's overall development strategy.

2 The contemporary call for art education in Chinese modernization
2.1 Forging cultural subjectivity to strengthen national confidence

Cultural subjectivity serves as the spiritual compass for a nation to maintain self-recognition and autonomous
discourse amid global cultural interactions, while also acting as a prerequisite safeguard against cultural disorientation
during modernization. As Chinese-style modernization emphasizes drawing developmental momentum from the rich
traditions of Chinese civilization, arts education shoulders a core transformative mission: converting abstract cultural
concepts into tangible aesthetic experiences and cultural belonging that individuals can perceive. Unlike rigid knowledge
transmission, it guides the younger generation to personally grasp the essence of the Chinese aesthetic spirit through
immersive aesthetic activities. This sensory and embodied transmission builds a more resilient psychological
identification mechanism, enabling individuals to actively engage in dialogue within complex global contexts while
steadfastly upholding their cultural stance. In essence, art education here cultivates a cultural compass deeply rooted in
individual life experiences. This ensures that while modernization integrates the nature of world civilizations, it steadfastly
advances along its own unique civilizational trajectory.

2.2 Enhancing comprehensive literacy to empower social innovation

Innovation, as the core engine driving modernization, draws not only from the accumulation of scientific and
technological knowledge but also relies profoundly on advanced human mental activities characterized by imagination,



16 Shuhua Liu and Liuxi Wei

intuitive perception, and cross-disciplinary integration. While the current education system excels in cultivating logical
reasoning skills, it still has room for improvement in stimulating divergent and nonlinear thinking. The unique efficacy of
arts education lies precisely in providing a training ground for unconventional thinking. Its essence does not presuppose
standard answers but instead advocates exploration of the unknown and breaking free from existing frameworks. Its core
training objective is not efficient problem-solving for existing issues, but rather the acute identification of latent problems
and their redefinition through a systematic, aesthetically informed perspective. For instance, product design courses
guide students to seek solutions within the dynamic equilibrium of multidimensional constraints (function, form,
materials, cost, etc.), directly honing their ability to navigate complex problems. Literary creation, meanwhile, requires the
use of techniques like metaphor and synesthesia to connect seemingly unrelated images, thereby establishing new
networks of meaning. Such training cultivates the capacity to embrace ambiguity and complexity, along with the ability
to create new possibilities within defined constraints—foundational competencies urgently needed for cutting-edge
technological innovation and societal transformation ™,

2.3 Enriching the spiritual world of the people to harmonize civilizational development

Chinese modernization places "the all-round development of the individual" at its core, striving to build a social
structure where material abundance and spiritual fulfillment are harmoniously integrated. As material conditions
continue to improve, the people's aspirations for a better life increasingly manifest in diverse and high-quality forms. The
sense of fulfillment and satisfaction on the spiritual level has become a crucial dimension for measuring the quality of
social progress. In response to this trend, arts education bears a dual mission: building spiritual homes for individuals and
cultivating modern civilization for society. For individuals, artistic engagement—whether through creation or immersive
appreciation—offers a sanctuary transcending mundane utilitarianism. Here, people find solace for the soul, channel
emotions, and effectively counteract the spiritual disorientation and alienation that modern life may induce, thereby
advancing toward higher dimensions of self-realization. For society, the collective level of aesthetic literacy among its
citizens serves as a crucial barometer for measuring societal civilization. Systematic, high-quality arts education subtly
elevates the public's aesthetic discernment and critical thinking abilities, effectively countering the proliferation of vulgar
culture while guiding the formation of positive and healthy social norms.

3 Real challenges facing art education in the context of Chinese-style modernization
3.1 Deviation from core values due to utilitarian educational philosophy

The primary root cause of the current predicament in art education lies in the loss of focus on core values at the level of
educational philosophy. Its inherent humanistic attributes are enduring prolonged suppression and obscurity under the
pervasive prevalence of utilitarian ideologies permeating society. Driven by exam-oriented tendencies and societal
competitive pressures, the ultimate goal of arts education has been narrowly interpreted and reduced to a mere tool for
boosting college admissions scores or a preparatory training ground for vocational skills. This fundamental conceptual
deviation inevitably distorts the core of teaching practice: the emphasis has shifted from cultivating aesthetic sensibilities
and inspiring creative potential toward the rigid imitation and intensive drilling of specific exam techniques. Students
may spend extensive periods solely focused on passing grade examinations for a particular instrument or repeatedly
copying specific styles to prepare for art entrance exams, yet lack a fundamental understanding of the historical
development of art, the deep emotional and cultural significance of works, and the essence of original expression ©.

3.2 Structural imbalances in educational resources constraining equity

Conceptual biases often intertwine with resource constraints, jointly forming systemic challenges that impede the
healthy development of arts education. Educational equity is a fundamental principle of China's modernization. Yet in arts
education, the spatial and class-based distribution of resources exhibits highly homogeneous, entrenched characteristics
mirroring economic structures, creating severe spatial and opportunity gradients. Regional disparities are particularly
pronounced: central cities and peripheral rural areas show significant generational gaps in the professional qualifications
of arts teachers, the completeness of curriculum systems, and the modernization of teaching facilities. Class barriers are
equally formidable. Due to their scarcity and high investment requirements, high-quality arts education resources have
increasingly evolved into selective services heavily dependent on household economic strength. This pattern objectively
reinforces existing social class structures, deviating from the principle of educational fairness that promotes social
mobility. This structural imbalance in resource allocation not only deprives some students of equal opportunities to
develop themselves through artistic exploration but also fundamentally constrains the overall advancement of aesthetic
literacy among the entire population. It hinders the full expansion of society's innovative vitality, creating a sharp contrast
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with the inclusive and shared development philosophy advocated by Chinese-style modernization ¥.

3.3 The constraints of outdated teaching evaluation systems on development

As the intrinsic driving force of teaching activities, evaluation systems play a crucial role in guiding teaching content
and methods. The key institutional bottleneck preventing contemporary art education practices from escaping
utilitarianism and formulaic approaches lies in the outdated and monolithic nature of their evaluation concepts and
methods, which fail to effectively align with the modern aesthetic education goals centered on cultivating competencies.
The core flaw of existing evaluation paradigms lies in their absolute reliance on quantifiable, tangible outcomes,
systematically neglecting the developmental value inherent in the learning process. Whether in school-based
assessments or standardized social examinations, evaluation benchmarks predominantly focus on the technical
completion of work or the accuracy of performance skills. This evaluative orientation creates a profound disconnect with
the experiential, creative, and highly individualized nature of artistic activities. It fails to effectively assess the authentic
developmental trajectory of core competencies such as aesthetic perception, artistic imagination, and cultural
interpretation that emerge during practice. To effectively navigate such evaluation standards, teaching and learning
activities inevitably slide toward exam-oriented and formulaic approaches.

4 Innovative pathways for art education in the context of Chinese modernization
4.1 Establishing a three-dimensional integrated conceptual framework for aesthetic education

Achieving a fundamental leap in art education requires, first and foremost, profound conceptual transformation. We
must fundamentally transcend the existing perception of art education as a singular discipline and commit to building a
"comprehensive aesthetic education” system centered on "integration and symbiosis." Its core framework comprises three
mutually supportive and inseparable dimensions: Dimension of Disciplinary Deep Integration: The key lies in embedding
aesthetic thinking and literacy cultivation throughout the entire disciplinary teaching system. This aims to shape aesthetic
literacy into a universal, cross-disciplinary mindset. School-Society Synergy Dimension: Focuses on breaking down
barriers between campus education and broader societal cultural resources. Five-Education Integration Dimension:
Emphasizes that aesthetic education cannot be separated from the overarching goal of cultivating sound character. It
must serve as an intrinsic link between moral, intellectual, physical, and labor education, ensuring mutual permeation,
synergistic effort, and shared resonance. Its underlying logic points toward the formation and nurturing of the whole
person. Constructing this "three-dimensional unity" conceptual framework represents a profound educational paradigm
shift, striving to elevate arts education from the 'periphery' or "ornament” of the educational ecosystem to a strategic axis
crucial for shaping the nation's spiritual foundation and cultural future ™.

4.2 Building an integrated urban-rural resource fusion and mechanism streamlining project with school-
home synergy

Advanced concepts require robust institutional safeguards and resource support to be effectively implemented.
Addressing the structural contradictions in arts education resources necessitates a systematic solution that facilitates
efficient resource flow and optimized allocation. The key breakthrough lies in establishing two integrated action
frameworks: an urban-rural education integration and coordination framework focused on leveraging policy instruments
to bridge significant regional disparities systematically. Core strategies should include: - Establishing regular exchange
and rotational assignment systems for arts educators across metropolitan areas; - Widespread adoption of modern
information technology to promote remote live classrooms and build efficient online teaching-research collaboration
systems, enabling seamless cross-regional flow of high-quality faculty and premium resources; A collaborative home-
school-community education framework aims to fully activate and effectively integrate the potential of families as
foundational units of aesthetic education, closely linking the home-school educational chain. Schools should proactively
assume the role of professional leaders by developing comprehensive aesthetic literacy enhancement courses for parents,
providing professional action guides and resource support, and guiding and empowering families to create healthy,
nurturing environments rich in artistic atmosphere.

4.3 Advancing digital empowerment to build a new paradigm for intelligent evaluation

As the guiding principle for teaching practices, deep reform is pivotal to overcoming the entrenched utilitarianism in
arts education. The rapid advancement of digital technology presents an unprecedented opportunity to drive this
transformation. We must accelerate the deep integration of digital technology with evaluation systems, focusing on
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establishing a new evaluation paradigm that emphasizes process orientation, empowers development, and prioritizes
individual differences. Achieve multidimensional integration of evaluation metrics: Leverage the power of big data
analytics and intelligent algorithms to expand evaluation dimensions beyond traditional single-technique proficiency
significantly. Fundamentally establishing the evaluation's developmental and service-oriented function—the ultimate
value of intelligent assessment lies not in screening or selection but in precise diagnosis and effective empowerment.
Based on in-depth analysis of individual profiles, the system generates highly personalized reports on learning progress
and customized improvement recommendations. It precisely delivers tailored learning resources and development
pathways aligned with each student's needs. Evaluation thus transforms into a powerful tool that serves the discovery of
unique artistic potential and the growth of artistic literacy for every student ©',

5 Conclusion

The historic march of Chinese-style modernization inherently demands that arts education transcend its traditional
role, assuming a strategic function that integrates national rejuvenation, social innovation, and individual spiritual
enrichment. To respond to its core values, we must confront structural bottlenecks such as the distortion of educational
objectives, resource allocation gaps, and outdated evaluation systems. The solution lies in systemic innovation. First,
elevate aesthetic education concepts by establishing a three-dimensional unity encompassing cultural soul-building,
social empowerment, and life enrichment. Substantively advance mechanism innovation by breaking down urban-rural
resource barriers and constructing a home-school-community linkage framework to ensure universal access. Core
technological transformation centers on profoundly reconstructing evaluation paradigms, leveraging digital-intelligent
tools to build dynamic assessment models focused on process-oriented growth and competency cultivation.
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